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SECRETROME 12802 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, UNSC, PINT, LE, IS, SY 
SUBJECT: LEBANON 

REF: STATE 172481 


Message Text 


WE DISCUSSED US EFFORTS TO DEFUSE LEBANESE CRISIS WITH MFA 
MIDDLE EAST OFFICE JULY 8 AND, IN FOLLOWUP CONVERSATION 
JULY 12. OFFICIALS MADE IT CLEAR THAT GOI SHARES OUR 
CONCERN ABOUT SITUATION. MFA SECRETARY GENERAL MALFATTI 
SUMMONED SYRIAN AMBASSADOR EARLIER THIS WEEK AND URGED 
RESTRAINT IN DEALING WITH CHRISTIAN MILITIAS IN BEIRUT. 
MALFATTI ALSO MET WITH LEBANESE CHARGE TO REITERATE 
ITALIAN COMMITMENT TO TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND INDEPEN- 
DENCE OF LEBANON. MFA IS NOW CONTEMPLATING ROUND OF 
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DEMARCHES IN DAMASCUS, BEIRUT, AND TEL AVIV AND POSSIBLY 
IN JIDDA AND KUWAIT AS WELL. OFFICIALS EXPRESSED APPRE- 
CIATION FOR BRIEFING ON OUR EFFORTS AND ASKED TO BE KEPT 
UP TO DATE ON DEVELOPMENTS. GARDNER 
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